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mutually destructive stories which have grown up side
by side with the real history of the undertaking. These
are the allegations (1) that Sir Wm. Sharington, in
collusion with Thomas, Lord Seymour of Sudeley, carried
on this mint, and (2) that Edward, Duke of Somerset,
" erected a mint at Duresme Place for his own private
advantage." It is, I think, quite obvious that the
former statement is due to a confusion between Durham
House and Bristol, which latter mint had been fraudu-
lently exploited by Sharington and Thomas Seymour
(Num. Chron., Ser. IV. Vol. XL pp. 331-350), both of
whom were, as a matter of fact, prisoners in the Tower, for
other reasons, at the date when the industry at Durham
House came into being; and it would seem the more
desirable to correct this misapprehension as it has lately
obtained wider circulation in Mr. E. B. Chancellor's work
The Annals of the Strand (1912). The charge against
the Duke of Somerset cannot perhaps be so absolutely
refuted, but it is, I believe, equally untrue, although
. it was put forward in his lifetime.

Edward Seymour, in his capacity as Protector of the
realm, undoubtedly established the new mint, a step
which may have given rise to the imputation, as the
Bristol scandal had then recently become public
property. But the most significant circumstance in
favour of the Protector's innocence in this matter is the
absence of a single word suggesting malpractices at
Durham House from the 28 articles of accusation which
were preferred against him at his subsequent impeach-
ment. Such evidence would have been easy to find if
there had been any truth in the charge. Among the
confessions of Sharington there is a conversation which
affords an instance of these contemporary rumours, and